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THE HISTORICAL ASPECTS OF THE FOUNDATION AND FUNCTIONING
OF THE AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION IN UKRAINE

Sviatoshniuk A.L. The historical aspects
of the foundation and functioning of the
agricultural cooperation in Ukraine.

The article is devoted to the study of the
foundation and functioning of the agricultural
cooperation. The aim of the article is to analyze
the historical development of the agricultural
cooperation on the territory of Ukraine from ancient
times to the present.

The article reveals the main stages of the
development of the agricultural cooperation, at
each of which the peculiarities of its functioning are
investigated.

For the first time the concept of cooperation
was implemented by the «Rochdale pioneers» in
October 1844, while in Ukraine the starting point
for the beginning of the cooperation activity is
1866, the year of approval of the Kharkiv Consumer
Society charter, that testifies to the long history of
the cooperation on the territory of Ukraine and the
presence of significant experience of the national
cooperative movement. In order to resume the
development of agricultural cooperation on July
21, 2020, was adopted a new edition of the Law
of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation», which
developers of the legal act consider to be the
«Constitution» of agricultural cooperation.

In the course of the research, it was found that
to date, in the modern science of agrarian law,
insufficient attention is paid to the study of the
historical aspects of the foundation and functioning
of the agricultural cooperation, despite the fact
that agricultural cooperation has a special social
and economic significance for our state, and is an
integral part of the national agrarian policy, which
determines the relevance of the chosen research
topic.

The author concluded that the study of the
historical experience of the foundation and
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functioning of the
contribute to the

agricultural cooperation will
determination of the main
guidelines for the modernization of the state
agricultural policy at the current stage, the
prevention of the repeated adoption of erroneous
decisions, the elimination of factors that restrain
the development of agricultural cooperation,
and the provision of favorable conditions for the
effective functioning of cooperative movement.

The article is based on methods of synthesis
and analysis, historical, formal and logical, as well
as other general scientific and special research
methods.
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CBaTowHIOK A.J1. IctTopuuHi acnektn ¢hyH-
Aaudii Ta PyHKUiOHyBaHHA cinbcbkorocnopap-
CbKOi Koonepauii Ha TepeHax YkpaiHu.

CtaTTa npuceBsaYyeHa AOCNIOXEHHIO BUHUKHEHHS
Ta eBOoJoUii CiflbCbKOrocnoAapcbKoi Koonepauii.
MeToto CTaTTi € aHani3 iCTOPMYHOro pPO3BUTKY Cislb-
CbKOrocrnogapcbKkoi koonepauii Ha TepeHax YKpaiHu
3 AAaBHWHW A0 CyYacCHOCTI.

CTaTTa pO3KpMBAE OCHOBHI eTann 3apofXXeHHS
Ta PYHKLIOHYBaHHS CilbCbKOrOCNoAapCbKoi Koone-
pauii, Ha KOXHOMY 3 SIKUX A0CAiAXEeHO 0Ccob6NMBOCTI
il pO3BUTKY.

Bnepwe koHuenuis koonepauii 6yna peanizosa-
Ha «poYAensIbCbKMMM MioHepaMu» y XOBTHi 1844
pPOKYy, Npu LUbOMY Ha TepuTopii YKpaiHu BianpaBHOO
TOYKOI ANs no4YaTky PyHKUiOHYBaHHS Koonepauii
BBaXKaeTbCs 1866 pikK, pik 3aTBEepAXXEeHHS YyCTaHOB-
UMX JOKYMEHTIB XapKiBCbKOro CNoOXMBYOro ToBapu-
CTBa, WO CBiAYMTb NPO TpUBaNy iCTopito GyHKLUIOHY-
BaHHS Koornepauii Ha TepeHax YKpaiHu Ta HasiBHICTb
3Ha4YHOro AO0CBIAY HaLiOHaNbHOrO KOOMepaTUBHOMO
pyXy, HakKoOmMM4yeHoro 3 Apyroi nonoBmHuM XIX cTo-
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NiTTa A0 CcborogHi. [Ansa BiAHOBAEHHS pPO3BUTKY
Ccinbcbkorocnogapcbkoi kKoonepauii 21 nunHa 2020
poky BepxoBHoOw Papgoto YkpaiHu 6yno npuiiHATO
HOBY pepdakuito 3akoHy YkpaiHu «[Ipo CinbCbKO-
rocnogapcbKy Koornepawito», SKMin po3pobHMKK 3a-
3HAYEHOro HOpMATMBHO-MPABOBOIro akTa BBaXakTb
«KOHCTUTYUIE» CiNbCbKOrocnoaapcbkoi Koonepa-
Uii, Ha Ky yekanu 29 pokis.

Y xoai pocnigxxeHHs 6yno 3'acoBaHo, WO Ha CbO-
rOAHIWHIN AEHb Y Cy4YacHilh Hayui arpapHoro npa.sa
NPpUAINSETbCA HeLOCTaTHA yBara BMBYEHHIO iCTO-
PUYHNX aCNeKTiB PO3BUTKY CilbCbKOroCnoAapCcbKoi
Koornepauii, npu TOMY LWO CifbCbKOrocnogapcbka
Koonepauia Mae ocobnmee couiasribHe Ta EKOHOMIY-
He 3HAYeHHS A/ HalWoi AepXaBW, € HEBIA'EMHOIO
YaCTUHOK HaUiOHaNbHOI arpapHoi MoMiITUKK, LWO
06YyMOB/OE aKTyanbHICTb 06paHOi TEMMN A0CNiAXKEH-
HS.

ABTOpoM 3p06seHO BMCHOBOK MpO Te, WO A0-
CNig)XeHHs ICTOPUYHOro A0CBiAY 3apodXXeHHs Ta
(dYHKUIOHYBaHHS CilbCbKOrocnoAapcbkoi Koornepa-
uii cnpnsatuMe BM3HAYEHHKO OCHOBHWUX OPIEHTUPIB
ONs MoAepHi3auiil HanpsMKiB Aep>XaBHOI arpapHoi
MosliTUKM Ha Cy4yaCHOMY eTani, HefonyLWeHHo NoB-
TOPHOrO NPUMNHATTS XMOHUX pilleHb, HiBENIOBAHHIO
UMHHUKIB, SKi CTPUMYIOTb PO3BUTOK CiflbCbKOroCno-
[apcbKoi Koonepauii, Ta 3abe3nevyeHH0 CNpuUaTIn-
BMX YMOB ANst e(PeKTUBHOIo (PyHKLiOHYBaHHS KOO-
nepaTMBHOIO pyXxy Ha TepeHax He3anexHoi YKpai-
HW.

CTaTtTs 'pYHTYETbCA HA MEeToAaX CUHTEe3y I aHa-
ni3y, ictopuyHoMy, (OpManbHO-/I0MYHOMY, @ TaKOX
iHWKWX 3arasibHOHAyKOBMX i cneuiarbHUX MeToAax
LOCNIAXEHHS.

KnrwouoBi cnoBa: cCinbCbKorocnogapcbka Ko-
onepauis, Koonepauis, KoornepaTtus, CisibCbKOro-
CrnoaapCbKnin KooONepaTumBe, CiibCbKe rocnogapcTso,
arpapHa nonituka.

Formulation of the problem. To date,
research and systematization of the historical
experience of the formation and functioning of the
agricultural cooperation on the territory of Ukraine
is of considerable interest. In the modern science
of agrarian law, unfortunately, insufficient attention
is paid to the study of the historical aspects of the
foundation and development of the agricultural
cooperation, despite the fact that agricultural
cooperation has a particularly important social
and economic significance for Ukraine, and is
an integral component of the national agrarian
policy. At the same time, at the current stage,
there is a considerable number of negative factors
that restrain the development of agricultural
cooperation. The study of the historical experience
of the foundation and functioning of the agricultural
cooperation at various stages will contribute to the
identification of the nature of restraining factors
and their subsequent gradual leveling.
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Analysis of recent research and publi-
cations. Some historical aspects of the genesis
and functioning of agricultural cooperation were
studied by V. V. Zinovchuk, D. V. Kovalev, R. Ya.
Korinets, O. O. Nepochatenko, N. M. Rudik and other
scientists. At the same time, under the conditions
of adoption of the Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural
Cooperation» in the new edition on July 21, 2020,
in the modern science of agrarian law insufficient
attention is paid to the study of historical aspects
of the development of agricultural cooperation.
In such conditions, the historical experience of
the formation and functioning of the agricultural
cooperation on the territory of Ukraine requires
further elaboration.

The aim of the article. Considering the above-
mentioned, the lack of attention to the topic of
research in the science of agrarian law, the aim
of the article is to analyze the historical aspects
of foundation and functioning of the agricultural
cooperation on the territory of Ukraine from ancient
times to the present.

Presentation of the main material. A number
of factors contributed to the emergence of the
cooperative movement in the world, in particular:
social and economic (deterioration of the economic
situation of small producers due to the inability to
compete with factories, plants, payment of hired
workers with goods in factory shops, high prices
for consumer goods, unsystematic payment of
wages to workers, high loan rates, etc.), ideological
(cooperatives carried out educational activities),
legal (gradual adoption of regulations in the
cooperative industry), and others.

V.V. Goncharenko emphasizes that «by their
social and economic nature, cooperative orga-
nizations were not a means of obtaining wealth,
but a way of fighting poverty. They were created
to provide their members with the necessary goods
(services) at their cost price» [1, p. 331].

Thus, in October 1844, English weavers from
the city of Rochdale created the first consumer
cooperative - Rochdale Equitable Pioneers Society,
which at the beginning of its activity included only
28 members.

The «Rochdale pioneers» introduced principles that
were later recognized at the world level and became
the basis of international principles of cooperation.

The Rochdale cooperative principles include:

- voluntary participation in the cooperative;

- democratic nature of management and
control (all members have equal rights);

- electability and accountability to members
of the cooperative of all its bodies;

- equal rights of members of cooperatives
regardless of share contributions (one member -
one vote);

- low share sizes and the possibility of paying
it in small installments;
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- sale of goods at average market prices not
on credit, but only by cash settlement and others.

From Western Europe, the cooperative idea
spread to the territory of Ukraine.

0. Rudik emphasizes that «in Greater Ukraine,
cooperation began its struggle for the right to
exist as a type of economic formation at the end
of the 19th century, but the legal grounds for its
development appeared much later» [2, p.35].

The year 1866 was marked by the appearance
of the first consumer society in Kharkiv and the
approval of its charter thanks to the active actions
of members of the Kharkiv community.

In the second half of the XIX century
similar societies «began to operate in Odesa,
Mykolaiv, Katerynoslav, Poltava, Kherson, Kyiv,
Sevastopol, Simferopol, Chernihiv...» and many
district cities [3].

Stolypin’s agrarian reform during 1906-1916
«abolished feudal remnants, contributed to the
deepening of market relations, which stimulated
the unification of rural commodity producers into
cooperatives» [4, p. 87].

«In the western Ukrainian lands that were not
part of Soviet Ukraine, agricultural cooperation
received a new impetus for development with the
adoption of the law «On cooperatives» by the Polish
government in 1920» [5, p. 13].

0. Rudik notes that «starting from the 60s of
the 19th century and by 1917 (in Galicia before the
beginning of the First World War), the formation of
three main types of Ukrainian peasant cooperation
took place: consumer, credit and agricultural» [2,
p.38].

1917 was a powerful year for the realization of
cooperative ideas, because on March 20, 1917, the
Provisional Government adopted the «Regulations
on Cooperative Societies and Unions», in April 1917,
the First All-Ukrainian Congress of Cooperative
Unions was held in Kyiv, and in August 1917, the
Resolution on the establishment of the Ukrainian
National Cooperative Bank was adopted.

In May 1918, at the III Cooperative Congress,
«the charter of the Ukrainian Central Cooperative
Committee was adopted, which became the main
cooperative center of Ukrainian cooperation» [2,
p. 40].

In 1918, the Central Ukrainian Agricultural
Cooperative Union («Central») acquired the status
of an all-Ukrainian agricultural cooperative union.

Also, «in 1918, with the aim of promoting
collective forms of management, schoolsand courses
began to be created at cooperative societies. The
initiator of the organization of a higher educational
institution for the training of cooperation personnel
was the well-known economist, Minister of Finance
in the government of the Ukrainian Central Rada,
head of the Ukrainian Central Committee M.I.
Tugan-Baranovsky» [2, p. 42].

EnneKTpoHHe HayKoBe BUAAHHS «AHaJliTUMHO-NOPIBHSAJIbHE NPaBO3HaBCTBO»

«At the meeting of cooperative institutions
held on December 12, 1918 in Kharkiv, the
structural problems of agricultural cooperation
were discussed. Agricultural cooperation
was considered as the main type of peasant
cooperation, which should contribute to the
agricultural producer. Intermediation operations
of credit and consumer cooperatives, which also
served agriculture, had focus exclusively on
agricultural societies. For the successful operation
of the agricultural societies instructions, model
charters, various manuals with practical advice
were sent out» [2, p. 42].

With the proclamation of the Ukrainian SSR,
agricultural cooperatives came under strict state
control and, thus, in the period from the 1920s to
the end of the 1980s of the 20th century, they were
gradually destroyed on Ukrainian lands.

«The Main Cooperative Committee of the
Ukrainian SSR, operating under the Radnarkom
of the Ukrainian SSR, decided to terminate the
activities of «Central», «Kharkiv Regional Union
of Agricultural Cooperatives», and «Soyuzbank».
By a separate resolution dated December 9, 1920,
Ukrainbank was liquidated, and its capital was
transferred to the state budget» [2, p. 47].

The resolution of the Central Committee of the
CPSU (b) «On rates of collectivization and measures
of state aid to collective construction» of 1930 was
the basis for comprehensive mass collectivization.
According to this act, «complete collectivization in
Ukraine was to be carried out in the fall of 1931
- spring of 1932. The Republican party leadership
soon spoke out in favor of accelerating the pace of
collectivization» [6, p. 379].

The period from the 1930s to the end of the
1980s is marked as «the period of the absence
of a free and voluntary system of cooperation on
Ukrainian lands, since the collective farms and
consumer associations that were subordinated
to UKOOPSPILKA were not cooperatives in their
essence» [5, p. 14].

On May 26, 1988, the Law of the USSR «On
Cooperation in the USSR» was adopted, which laid
the foundations for the creation of various types of
cooperatives, in particular agricultural ones.

According to the developers of the above-
mentioned legal act, «it was supposed to reveal the
«huge potential possibilities of cooperation», ensure
the growth of its role in accelerating the social and
economic development of the country, strengthen
the process of democratization of economic life,
give new impetus to the collective farm movement,
create conditions for the involvement of people in
cooperatives population» [2, p. 51].

The Law of the USSR «On Cooperation in the
USSR» «remained the legal basis for the activity
of agricultural cooperatives in Ukraine until August
1997» [2, p. 54].



PO3/41J1 VI. BEMEJIbHE NMPABO; ArPAPHE lPABO; EKOJIOIT4HE lPABO; NMMPUPOA4OPECYPCHE IMPABO

The modern stage of the agricultural cooperation
development began in 1992 with the adoption of
the Law of Ukraine «On Consumer Cooperation».

In turn, the first agricultural consumer
cooperative was registered in 1993.

On July 17, 1997, a special Law of Ukraine «On
Agricultural Cooperation» was adopted.

At the same time, the Law of Ukraine «On
Cooperation», which «determines the legal,
organizational, economic and social foundations of
the functioning of cooperation in Ukraine» [7], was
adopted in 2003.

It is worth noting that the cooperative legislation
was not without certain shortcomings.

As emphasized by Nepochatenko E.A. and
Prokopchuk E.T., «a large number of new farms
appeared, people who began to work independently
on land shares, which became the basis for the
formation of agricultural consumer cooperatives»
[8, p. 232].

In 2009, the «State target program for the
development of agricultural service cooperatives
until 2015» was adopted.

At the same time, unfortunately, the outlined
period was characterized by the lack of proper state
support for the national cooperative movement,
which, as a result, led to a gradual decrease in the
number of agricultural cooperatives.

In order to restore the development of
agricultural cooperation, on July 21, 2020, the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted a new edition of
the Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation»,
which the developers of the aforementioned legal
act consider to be the «Constitution» of agricultural
cooperation, which was awaited for 29 years.

However, it must be emphasized that
cooperative legislation remains imperfect, as there
are inconsistencies between cooperative legal acts.

Despite the update of the regulatory framework
in the field of the agricultural cooperation, which
is definitely a positive factor, the development
of the agricultural cooperation in Ukraine is
extremely slow, which is, in particular, affected by
the lack of adequate state support for agricultural
cooperatives, the insignificant level of financing of
the cooperative sector of the economy, imperfect
agricultural policy, which needs modernization,
economic crisis, war and other factors.

Conclusions.Summarizingtheabovementioned,
we can conclude that a retrospective analysis of the
development of agricultural cooperation in Ukraine
shows that at various historical stages insufficient
attention is paid to the issue of the development
of agricultural cooperation by the state, there is an
insignificant level of financing of the cooperative
sector of the economy, an imperfect agricultural
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policy, which significantly inhibits development
of the national cooperative movement, existing
shortcomings in the legislative base.

The conducted study of the historical experience
of the development of agricultural cooperation will
contribute to the further determination of the main
guidelines for the modernization of the directions
of state agrarian policy at the current stage, the
prevention of repeated adoption of erroneous
decisions, the elimination of factors that restrain
the development of agricultural cooperation,
and the provision of favorable conditions for the
effective functioning of the cooperative movement
on the territory of the independent Ukraine .
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