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IMPACT OF THE WAR IN UKRAINE ON THE LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM
IN GENERAL AND THE NATIONAL POLICE OF UKRAINE IN PARTICULAR

MonuBaHwk B.[., 3aBictoBcbkuii 0.[4.,
AcnamoB 0.0. BnnuB BiliHU B YKpaiHi Ha npa-
BOOXOPOHHY cUcTeMy B LinoMy Ta HauioHanb-
Hy noniyito YKpaiHu 30kpema.

CtaTrta npucBsaYeHa BU3HAYEHHIO CYTHOCTI Ta
0Cco61MBOCTEN NMPAaBOOXOPOHHOT CUCTEMU YKpaiHK Ta
HauioHanbHOI noniuii YKkpaiHm, a Takox BNMBY Bil-
HW Ha PO3BUTOK Aisi/IbHOCTI LMX OpraHiB. 3BepHYTO
yBary Ha MexaHi3Mm AisbHOCTi MPaBOOXOPOHHUX Op-
raHiB, a came cnocobu Ta metoan 3abesnedeHHs ix
[iSNbHOCTI. TakoX MpoaHanizoBaHO MPUHUMNK, Ha
AKUX FPYHTYETbCA AisNbHICTb HauioHanbHOT noniuii
YKpaiHu, 3 ypaxyBaHHSM YyCix 3MiH, aki 6ynu BHe-
CeHi noBHOMacWTabHOK BINCbKOBOK arpecielo po-
circbkoi dbepepadii. BuB4eHHs 3MiH y HauioHanbHin
noniuii YkpaiHM B AaHUX yMOBaX € aKTyajlbHUM 3
KiNbKOX MPUYMH.

Mo-nepwe, BiH Aa€ ysSBNEHHSA MPO aganTUBHICTb
i CTIMKiICTb NPaBOOXOPOHHUX OpraHiB nepen o6ny-
ysM 6e3npeueaeHTHUX BUKNUKIB. PO3yMiHHS Toro,
K MONiLEeNCbKi CUAM pearyTb Ha TaKy Kpusy,
MOXe CTaTWU LiHHMM YpPOKOM A/S iHWWUX KpaiH, sKi
MaloTb cnpaBy 3 nNoAibHMMKM 3arpo3amu.

Mo-apyre, mocnigXeHHs B Uin cdhepi nponvea-
IOTb CBIiT/I0 Ha e(PEKTUBHICTb pedOopM i HaBYaNbHUX
nporpam, sKi BNpPOBaAXYlTbCA ANA NigBULLEHHS
CNPOMOXHOCTI HauioHanbHOI noniuii. AHanNi3 3MiH y
cTparTerii, TakTULi Ta 3arajsbHin eeKTUBHOCTI MOXe
[0MOMOITM BM3HAUMTKU cdhepn NOoKpalleHHs Ta BAO-
CKOHaNMNTN ManbyTHi iHiLiaTMBW.

KpiMm TOro, BmMBYeHHs peakuii HauioHanbHOI no-
niuii Ha pociicbke BTOPrHEHHS CMpPUSE LWKUPLIOMY
PO3YMiHHIO POJIi MPAaBOOXOPOHHUX OpraHiB y 30Hax
KOHMNiKTY. Lle A03BONSE OUIHUTU BUKIINKK, 3 SAKU-
MU CTUKAETbCS MOJiuisg, Hanpuknag niaTpUMaHHSA
rpoMagcbkoro nopsaky, 3abesnedeHHa 6e3neku
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rpomMaasiH i 6opoTbba 3 OpraHi30BaHOK 3/I0YUHHI-
CTI0O B HecTabinbHOMY cepenoBuuli. Y reononitny-
HOMY KOHTEKCTi ue AOC/iAXEHHS CTa€E 4acTUHO
rnobanbHOi anckycii npo 6e3neky Ta cTabinbHICTb,
nNiaAKpeCcne BaX/AMBICTb MDKHapOAHOI NiIATPUMKMK Ta
cniBnpaui y 3MiyHEeHHi moTeHuiany HauioHanbHUX
NMPaBOOXOPOHHMX OpPraHiB Nig Yyac KOHMNIKTY.
3peLwTol, BMBYEHHS 3MiH y HauioHanbHin noniuii
YKpaiHu nig 4Yac poCiNCbKOro BTOPrHEHHS HEe nuuie
[AE UiHHY iHdbopMauito Ansa camoi KpaiHu, ane 1 crpu-
si€ rnobanbHOMY AMCKYPCY WOAO 6e3nekun, CTIMKOCTI
Ta posli NPaBOOXOPOHHMX OpraHiB y Yacu Kpu3su.
KniouoBi cnoBa: npaBooxopoHHa cuctema, Ha-
uioHanbHa noniuia YKpaiHW, BOEHHUI CTaH, MOJii-
LLeNCbKMI, AepXKaBHi opraHu, npasa i ceoboau.

Polyvaniuk V.D., Zavistovskyi 0.D.,
Aslamov 0.0. Impact of the war in Ukraine on
the law enforcement system in general and
the National police of Ukraine in particular.

The article is devoted to defining the essence
and peculiarities of the law enforcement system of
Ukraine and the National Police of Ukraine, as well
as the impact of the war on the development of
the activities of these bodies. Attention was drawn
to the mechanism of law enforcement agencies,
namely the ways and methods of ensuring their
activities. The principles on which the activity of
the National Police of Ukraine is based are also
analyzed, taking into account all the changes that
were introduced due to the war. Studying changes
in the National Police of Ukraine in the context of
the full-scale Russian invasion is crucial for several
reasons.

Firstly, it provides insights into the adaptability
and resilience of law enforcement agencies in the
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face of unprecedented challenges. Understanding
how the police force responds to such a crisis can
offer valuable lessons for other nations dealing with
similar threats.

Secondly, research in this area sheds light on
the effectiveness of reforms and training programs
implemented to enhance the capabilities of the
National Police. Analyzing the changes in strategies,
tactics, and overall performance can help identify
areas of improvement and refine future initiatives.

Furthermore, studying the National Police’s
response to the Russian invasion contributes
to a broader understanding of the role of law
enforcement in conflict zones. It allows for an
evaluation of the challenges faced by the police
force, such as maintaining public order, ensuring
civilian safety, and combating organized crime
in a volatile environment. In a geopolitical
context, this research becomes a part of the
global conversation on security and stability. It
highlights the importance of international support
and cooperation in strengthening the capacities of
national law enforcement agencies during times of
conflict.

Ultimately, examining the shifts in the National
Police of Ukraine amid the Russian invasion not only
provides valuable insights for the country itself but
also contributes to the global discourse on security,
resilience, and the role of law enforcement in times
of crisis.

Key words: law enforcement system, National
Police of Ukraine, martial law, police officer, state
bodies, rights and freedoms.

Recent publications review. To study this
phenomenon, the experience of the following
researchers was utilized: Zavistovskyi, O., &
Polyvaniuk, V Karpenko, O.M. Borodin, D.I. Kovaliv,
M.V., & Ivakha, V.O.

The article’s objective is the necessity to
investigate the changes undergone by the National
Police of Ukraine and the law enforcement system
of Ukraine as a whole due to the full-scale Russian
invasion.

Due to the full-scale invasion of the Russian
Federation on the territory of Ukraine, almost all
aspects related to the state apparatus underwent
various levels of changes. The law enforcement
system was no exception, as it is inseparably
connected with the mechanism of protection of
human and citizen rights, which is necessary,
especially during the period of martial law. It will
be appropriate to first analyze the concept of the
mechanism of law enforcement activity.

Thus, the mechanism of law enforcement bodies
is a complex and multifaceted process that includes
legislative, executive and judicial institutions, as
well as mechanisms for control and supervision of
the activities of law enforcement bodies, ensuring
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the rights and freedoms of citizens, as well as
preventing and countering crime and violations of
public order. The law enforcement mechanism is an
important component of the state administration
system, which ensures compliance with law and
order in society. This mechanism is based on
legislative and regulatory acts that determine the
competences of law enforcement agencies, their
structure and organization of activities.

The main functions of law enforcement agencies
are to protect the rights and freedoms of citizens,
prevent and solve crimes, ensure law and order
and public safety and order. To fulfill these tasks,
law enforcement agencies have the right to use
coercive means, such as detention, arrest, search,
confiscation of property, etc. The bodies of the law
enforcement system include such structures as the
police, the security service, the prosecutor’s office,
the judicial system, the military prosecutor’s office,
and others. Each of these bodies performs its
functions in accordance with laws and regulatory
acts. The mechanism of law enforcement bodies
also includes control over the activities of law
enforcement bodies, ensuring supervision over the
legality of their actions and protection of the rights
and freedoms of citizens. One of the important
aspects of this mechanism is the partnership
between law enforcement agencies and the public,
which contributes to the effective performance
of the functions of law enforcement agencies
and ensuring the rights of citizens. However, it is
necessary to take into account that the mechanism
of law enforcement bodies should be balanced,
since ensuring the safety of citizens and fighting
crime should not undermine basic human rights
and freedoms.

Therefore, the law enforcement mechanism
should be based on the principles of legality,
reasonableness, proportionality and rationality.
Law enforcement agencies must act within the
framework of the powers established by law,
taking into account the rights and freedoms of
citizens. They must also adhere to the principle
of proportionality, i.e. take only those measures
that are necessary and sufficient to achieve the
objective. In addition, the rationality of the actions
of law enforcement agencies involves the effective
use of available resources and means, which allows
to ensure a high-quality and prompt response to
criminal manifestations. In general, the mechanism
of law enforcement bodies must ensure effective
fight against crime and ensure the safety of
citizens, while observing the principles of legality,
reasonableness, proportionality and rationality
and protecting the rights and freedoms of citizens.
Additional attention should be paid to such a
concept as “law enforcement functions”.

D. I. Borodin believes that: “Current legislation
does not contain a definition of the concept of
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“law enforcement functions”. It should also be
noted that there is no state or non-state body that
does not perform law enforcement functions in its
activities. We can say that all state bodies perform
such functions. In the laws that determine the legal
status of certain law enforcement agencies, there is
no unified approach to understanding the essence
of such a concept as “function”. The functions of
such bodies are determined according to various
criteria, they are confused with the powers, tasks,
competence of these bodies, and in some cases
they are not defined at all” [1, p. 48].

But even in the conditions of a full-scale
invasion, unfortunately, some inaccuracies and
inaccuracies on the part of the legislator are
allowed. If we talk more specifically about the
so-called law enforcement functions, they can
be divided into certain types, such as primary
functions (preventive, protective, security,
resocialization, operative-search, executive) and
auxiliary functions (supervisory, permitting, law
enforcement, analytical, methodical, normative,
coordination) [1, p. 49].

One of the main law enforcement agencies in
Ukraine is the National Police of Ukraine. This is the
government body that, during the period of martial
law, is entrusted with the authority to protect the
rights and freedoms of man and citizen, support
public safety and order, and combat crime. The war
in Ukraine caused significant changes in the work
of police officers, who began to be involved in the
protection of national security and the fight against
terrorism. Police officers have become more careful
and skilled in recognizing suspicious behavior,
recognizing dangerous objects that may be related
to terrorist acts. In the war zone, the police were
forced to change their work strategy, become more
mobile and ready to respond immediately to any
threats to the safety of citizens.

As Polyvaniuk V., Zavistovskyi O. says:
«thanks to tactical, firearms, and specialized
physical training in future police officers, not only
theoretical but also practical skills and abilities
are developed. However, it's worth noting that
society is changing, and accordingly, situations
that may arise in the police officers’ line of duty
are changing as well.» [2].

The National Police of Ukraine bases its activities
on principles and principles aimed at ensuring
human rights and freedoms, protecting the lives
and health of citizens, maintaining public order and
fighting crime. The main principles and principles of
the National Police of Ukraine include the following:
The principle of legality - police activity must be
based on strict compliance with laws and other
regulatory acts, as well as on respect for the rights
and freedoms of citizens. The principle of public
activity - the police must be open and accessible to
the public, interact with it and involve it in solving
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problems related to ensuring law and order. The
principle of professional competence - police officers
must have a high level of professional training and
competence, as well as possess the necessary
skills and knowledge to perform their duties. The
principle of interaction with other law enforcement
agencies and public organizations - the police must
cooperate with other law enforcement agencies,
public organizations and the public as a whole to
achieve the common goal of ensuring law and order
and the safety of citizens.

The integral aspects of law enforcement
activities include and continue to be: operational,
material-technical, moral-educational support,
as well as internal (with other sectoral services
and units of the police, the National Guard) and
external cooperation (with competent units of the
Security Service of Ukraine, the State Protection
Department of Ukraine, the State Customs Service
of Ukraine, and so on). The effectiveness and
success of measures taken within the competence
of the personnel of these units regarding public
safety and the maintenance of public order depend
entirely on the level of comprehensive support for
law enforcement activities [2].

Considerable attention was paid to controlling
the movement of people and goods across
contact lines, ensuring the protection of critical
infrastructure facilities, and preventing the spread
of weapons and drugs. At the same time, the war
also led to an increase in crime, particularly gun and
drug-related crime. Therefore, the police were also
forced to take a more active part in investigating
crimes and ensuring law and order. In general, the
war in Ukraine has led to significant changes in the
work of the police, which requires greater mobility,
caution and readiness to respond immediately to
any threats to the safety of citizens.

M.V. Kovaliv notes in his work that: “Protecting
public order under martial law, internal affairs
bodies use such methods of social regulation as
persuasion and coercion, in particular, administrative
suspension. Explanatory work as the main method
of law enforcement activity, convincing citizens of
the need to consciously and voluntarily comply with
legal requirements, stopping anti-social behavior,
preventive work in labor groups and with individuals
is a necessary condition for promoting effective
mobilization” [3, p. 68]. In addition, the scientist
distinguishes the concept of so-called termination
measures, dividing them into two groups. The
group of measures of a general nature (assignment)
includes demands of police officers to stop illegal
actions, administrative detention, seizure of things
and documents, inspection, etc. The second group
consists of special measures, which are used
much less often, compared to measures of general
purpose and only in exceptional cases, when
otherwise it is impossible to stop illegal behavior,
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that is, when all other means of influence have
been used and did not give the desired results. The
system of these measures consists of measures
of physical impact, special means and the use of
weapons, that is, those that are combined with the
use of force. Such measures can be applied, as a
rule, only after a warning about their use, subject
to strict compliance with the requirements of the
law [3, p. 68].

Also, during martial law in Ukraine, a police
officer is allowed to use coercive measures,
within the scope of our research, firearms without
warning, determining the type and intensity of
coercive measures, providing emergency medical
care, and prohibiting the use of firearms against
women with obvious signs of pregnancy, minors,
persons with obvious signs of limited capabilities
or old age. In order to avoid arbitrariness by the
police during the use of firearms, non-compliance
with such rules is possible for persons participating
in armed aggression against Ukraine. In addition,
a police officer can use firearms in relation to such
persons in places where harm may be caused
to other persons, as well as in flammable and
explosive places [4, p. 1040].

Therefore, in today’s realities, it can be
concluded that the system of law enforcement
agencies and the National Police is undoubtedly
undergoing changes and adapting to the conditions
that have arisen due to the war. The development of
law enforcement agencies is very necessary in the
conditions of martial law, as the level of attention
required to protect the rights and freedoms of
citizens increases with each passing day of the war.
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