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In the contemporary context, the Ukrainian legal education system is undergoing significant
transformation, increasingly focusing on the development of professional competencies aimed at
enabling future lawyers to apply their acquired theoretical knowledge in practical settings, including
in the sphere of criminal-procedural relations. Among the legal sciences, criminology as a discipline
occupies a particularly important position, as it combines theoretical knowledge with a direct practical
component. Criminology education, when effectively integrating foundational theoretical knowledge
with practical skills, equips law enforcement professionals to act competently and efficiently in specific
criminogenic situations.

The Ukrainian legal education system is undergoing significant transformation, increasingly
emphasizing the development of professional competencies that enable future lawyers and law
enforcement officers to effectively apply theoretical knowledge in practical settings, including in the
sphere of criminal-procedural relations. Among legal disciplines, criminology holds a special position due
to its integration of theoretical foundations with direct practical application. By effectively combining
fundamental theoretical knowledge with hands-on skills, criminology education equips law enforcement
professionals to operate competently in specific criminogenic situations.

Research indicates that criminology education in Ukraine is evolving and possesses substantial
potential for integrating international best practices in combining theory and practice into the domestic
educational framework. This integration supports the development of professional competencies in
future law enforcement personnel. A strong criminological culture, grounded in both theory and practice,
is essential for enabling professionals to respond effectively to criminogenic challenges.

The article emphasizes the importance of establishing criminology laboratories and dedicated
criminology offices within higher education institutions, implementing dual programs that combine
practical experience with academic study, fostering close collaboration between universities and
law enforcement agencies, and supporting student academic mobility. Such initiatives facilitate the
cultivation of analytical and critical thinking, professional responsibility, and effectiveness in crime
prevention and law enforcement activities.
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skills, professional competence, analytical and critical thinking, criminological expertise, offender
profiling, criminological assessment.

BuwHeBcbka M.M. Woao BaxnuBOCTi (OpMyBaHHS MNPaAaKTUYHUX HaABUYOK MamnbByTHIix
NPaBOOXOPOHLUIB Mif Yac BUBYEHHSA AUCLMUIJIIH KPUMIHOJIOTIiYHOrO LMKIYy.

Bka3yeTbcsd, Yy CyyaCHOMY KOHTEKCTi cucTeMa pUANYHOI OCBITU YKpaiHM 3a3Ha€ 3HaAYHUX
TpaHcdopMauin, aegani 6inblwe yBarn npuainsgaeTbCa po3BUTKY NpodecinHMX KoMneTeHUuin, CnpsaMoBaHNX
Ha Te, wWob6 ManbyTHI LOPUCTN MOIrIM 3aCTOCOBYBaTKM HabyTi TEOPETUYHI 3HaAHHA Ha MpakTuui, 3o0Kpema
y cdhepi KpuMiHanbHO-NpouecyanbHUX BiAHOCKH. Cepen IOpUANYHUX HAYK KPUMIHOMOriA K AUCUMNAiHa
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3aliMa€e 0cob61MBO BaXK/IMBe MicLe, OCKiNIbKW MOEAHYE TEOPETUYHI 3HaHHSA 3 6e3nocepeaHbOI0 NPaKTUYHOO
cknagoBot. KpuMiHonoriyHa ocsiTa, eeKTUBHO iHTerpyw4yn d@yHAaMeHTaNbHi TEOPETUYHIi 3HAHHSA 3
NpakTUYHUMUN HaBMUYKaMK, 036potoe paxiBLiB MPAaBOOXOPOHHMX OpraHiB KOMNETEHTHUMN Ta eDEKTUBHUMM
LiSIMWU B KOHKPETHUX KPUMIHOFEHHUX CUTYyauisax.

Bu3Hava€eTbCs, WO YKpaiHCbKa CUCTEMA HPUAMYHOI OCBITU CYTTEBO 3MIHIETLCSA, BOHa BCe binblie
OpIEHTYETbCA Ha POpMyBaHHS NpodecCinHUX KOMMNEeTEHTHOCTEN, AKi MaloTb 6yTM CNpsiIMOBaHI Ha 34aTHICTb
ManbyTHLOro puUCTa BUKOPUCTOBYBATM 3400YyTi TEOPETUYHI 3HAHHA Ha MNpakTuui, B TOMYy 4uchni n y
cepi KpuMiHanbHO-MpouecyanbHUX BigHOCUMH. Cepen npaBOBMX HaykK aucumnnini «KpuMiHonoris»
npuainaeTbca ocobnmee Micue came TOMy, WO BOHA MOEAHYE TEOPETUYHI 3HaHHSA 3 6e3nocepegHim
NpakTUYHUM KOMMOHEHTOM. CaMe KpUMIiHOOriYHa OCBiTa Npu ePeKTUBHOMY NOEAHAHHI DyHAAMEHTalbHUX
TEOpPEeTUYHUX 3HaHb i3 MPaKTUYHUMW HaBUUYKaAMU AO3BOSINTb MPaABOOXOPOHUAM npodecinHo AisaTn B
KOHKPETHUX KPUMIHOFEHHUX CUTyauisx.

[loBeneHo, Wo BiTYM3HSIHA KPUMIHOMOriYHa OCBiTa pO3BMBAETbLCSA Ta MAE BE/IMKMI NOTEHUIan Ans iHterpauii
Mi>KHapOAHOro AOCBiAY NOEAHAHHS TEOPETUYHOI Ta NPaKTUYHOI CKNafoBOI B YKPAiHCbKY OCBITHIO CUCTEMY, LLO
cnpustTume GopMyBaHHI NPOdECIMHNX KOMMETEHTHOCTEN MalbyTHIX NpaBooxopoHLUiB. CaMe KpuMiHONoriyHa
Ky/bTypa npu eeKTMBHOMY NOEAHAHHI PyHAAMEHTaIbHUX TEOPETUYHNX 3HAHb i3 MPaKTUYHMMWN HaBUUYKaMM
[03BO/INTb MPAaBOOXOPOHUAM NPOdECIMHO AiATU B KOHKPETHUX KPUMIHOFEHHUX CUTyauisx.

ABTOp CTaTTi HAaroNIOWYE Ha CTBOPEHHI KPUMIHOMOTiIYHMX flabopaTopili Ta KpMMiHONOriYHNX KabiHeTiB
y 3aksagax BMLLOI OCBiTK, 3abe3neunTn AyanbHi NporpamMm 3 MeTOK MOEAHAHHS MPAKTUKKW | HAaBYaHHSA,
HanaroAWTU TICHY cniBnpauto MiX 3aksadaMu BULLOI OCBITU Ta MPaBOOXOPOHHUMM OpraHamMu, NiaTpMmaTn
akageMiyHy MobinbHicTb 3a06yBauviB. Take NMoOeAHaAHHSA Teopii i MpakTUKM CNpUATUMYTb (POPMYBaHHIO
AHaNITUYHOro Ta KPUTUYHOIO MMUCNEHHS, npodecinHoi BiANOBIAANBLHOCTI Ta ePeKTUBHOI AiSNbHOCTI y
cepi 60poTbbn Ta 3anobiraHHS 3/T04MHHUM NPOsIBaAM.

KnioueBi cnoBa: KpMMiHOMOTiYHA HayKa, KPMMIHOMOrYHa OCBiTa, KpUMiHaNbHI MPaBOMOpPYLEHHS,
KPUMIHOIreHHI CuUTyauii, MpaKTU4Hi HaBU4YKM, NpodeciiHa KOMMNETEHTHICTb, aHaNiTUYHE Ta KPUTUYHE
MUC/IEHHS, KPUMIHOMOriYHa ekcnepTm3a, ocoba npaBonopyLwHMUKa, KPUMIHOMOTIYHMI NOPTpPET.

Problem Statement. In the contemporary context, the Ukrainian legal education system is
undergoing significant transformation, increasingly focusing on the development of professional
competencies aimed at enabling future lawyers to apply their acquired theoretical knowledge in practical
settings, including in the sphere of criminal-procedural relations. Among the legal sciences, criminology
as a discipline occupies a particularly important position, as it combines theoretical knowledge with a
direct practical component. Criminology education, when effectively integrating foundational theoretical
knowledge with practical skills, equips law enforcement professionals to act competently and efficiently
in specific criminogenic situations.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The issue of developing practical criminological
skills in future law enforcement officers has been addressed by both Ukrainian and international
scholars, including 0.M. Bandurka, O.M. Dzhuzha, V.V. Vasilevich, O.M. Lytvynov, Yu.O. Levchenko,
H.Z. Yaremko, N.I. Ustritska, J. Pratt, S. Young, E. Tullo, J. Dealey and others. However, this topic
remains insufficiently explored.

In this context, the aim of the present study is to analyze the development of practical skills in
future law enforcement officers during the study of criminology disciplines.

Presentation of research material and main results. According to global statistics, criminology
is a popular discipline in higher education institutions, attracting students primarily due to its practical
component, which allows them to engage directly with the study of offenders (criminological profiling)
and to apply theoretical knowledge in practical activities. Many scholars consider criminology to be
a socio-legal science. For example, in the United Kingdom, criminology is an interdisciplinary social
science subject, often taught by staff from various faculties and departments, typically including law,
sociology, psychology, and social work [1].

In the United States, there has been a significant increase in the number of students choosing
criminology courses among other subjects within the criminal law curriculum [2, p. 523]. In the United
Kingdom, criminology is also a popular discipline in higher education, with 164 institutions offering a total
of 1,184 undergraduate courses related to criminology and 237 courses available at the postgraduate
level [1]. As early as 2011, M. Bosworth and C. Hoyle noted that “criminology is flourishing” [3], and
this trend continues, particularly, as D. Palmer suggests, in English-speaking countries [4].

Criminology as a science is not static; it is rapidly evolving. Driven by practical necessity, new
innovative subfields of criminology have emerged, such as criminotheology, criminofamilistics,
digital and cyber criminology, military criminology, clinical criminology, family criminology, terrorism
criminology, and others.



Bunyck N° 06, 2025, yacTtnHa 3 15

In this context, both theoretical and practical training of specialists — criminologists - and their
professional criminological literacy are of paramount importance. The task of criminology as a scientific
discipline is not merely to provide education, but to foster criminological upbringing of specialists,
developing criminological significant qualities within the framework of professional training [5, p. 221].

We share the view of prominent Ukrainian scholars O.M. Bandurka and O.M. Lytvynov that the
effectiveness of crime prevention directly depends on the level of scientific support and analytical
guidance at all levels, as well as on the intensity of interaction between researchers and practitioners
across related scientific spheres in the creation of a coordinated, integrated, and comprehensive
scientific output [6, p. 6].

Let us turn to the experience of leading countries in implementing practice-oriented methods of
teaching criminology disciplines. In the United States, Clinical Legal Education (CLE) is widely applied,
where students are involved in handling real criminal cases under the supervision of professionals.
Problem-based learning (PBL) has also been introduced in criminology education [7], which helps
develop analytical thinking and problem-solving skills among higher education students.

In British universities, considerable attention is paid to the development of research skills. Students
undertake internships in collaboration with local law enforcement agencies, facilitating the integration
of academic knowledge with real-world practice [8]. Multimedia resources, including videos, interactive
simulations, and online platforms, play a significant role in supporting this process.

In Germany, within the framework of dual education (Duales Studium), higher education is combined
with practical work in law enforcement agencies. Students have the opportunity to receive a salary and
even social insurance [9]. Thus, they gain hands-on experience directly in the workplace.

Australia integrates criminology with psychology and sociology, promoting an interdisciplinary
approach. Australian universities combine traditional academic instruction with practical experience,
aiming to prepare students for professional careers. The Work-Integrated Learning (WIL) program,
implemented through practical workshops or internships, enables students to gain hands-on experience
while acquiring specific knowledge and skills. This program is highly popular across higher education
institutions in the country, as it effectively bridges theoretical learning with professional practice.

The Bridge of Hope Innocence Initiative (BOHII) at RMIT is an innocence project that, since its
establishment in 2014, has provided students with an innovative, applied work-integrated learning
(WIL) experience while simultaneously raising public awareness of errors in the criminal justice system.
BOHII functions as a multi-disciplinary, on-campus workplace, enabling students to investigate claims
of wrongful convictions.

Through participation in investigations and exposure to issues surrounding wrongful convictions in
Australia, students develop competencies in ethics, professional communication, critical thinking, case
analysis methodologies, resilience, and self-care, thereby gaining authentic learning experiences and
transferable, work-ready skills.

BOHII stands as the only Australian innocence project designed as an internship model for criminal
justice and criminology students. While other similar initiatives exist as WIL opportunities, they are
typically offered through clinical legal education programs, such as the Griffith University Innocence
Project, the University of Toronto Externship Innocence Canada, and the California Western School of
Law Innocence Project. The internship-based WIL model is particularly significant within the context of
criminological education [10].

An interesting area of study is the Canadian experience in the practical training of criminology
students using evidence-based models, which could potentially be adapted for implementation in higher
education institutions in Ukraine. To analyze various crime indicators, students work with multiple
criminal data sources, including: Statistics Canada (Crime and Justice) [11], General Social Survey
Victimization (GSS Victimization) [12].

Students utilize analytical software and methodologies such as SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences), Python, geospatial analysis (GIS), and other tools to process and interpret complex datasets.

Several Canadian universities, including Simon Fraser University and the University of Ottawa,
maintain criminology analysis laboratories, where collaborative projects with law enforcement agencies
are conducted. Within these projects, students examine preventive measures and crime control
strategies and provide evidence-based recommendations.

In the framework of socially-oriented initiatives, students, together with law enforcement personnel,
conduct surveys, assess the safety of specific neighborhoods, and develop recommendations aimed
at maintaining public order. Such experiential learning enables students to acquire both theoretical
knowledge and practical skills that are directly applicable to contemporary criminological practice.

Within the framework of criminological research on offender behavior, geographical profiling has
gained popularity in Canada, notably developed by Professor D. Kim Rossmo. Future law enforcement
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professionals utilize GIS (Geographic Information Systems) to analyze serial offenses and construct
offender profiles. Geographic profiling explores this cutting-edge investigative methodology for
determining the most probable area of an offender’s residence by analyzing the locations of a series
of connected crimes. Geoprofiling allows police detectives and law enforcement officers to prioritize
suspects, focus their investigations, and manage information overload [13].

Contemporary criminology in Estonia also integrates theory with practice through academic or
procedural training, internships in law enforcement and human rights organizations, government
ministries, and other institutions. Estonia has introduced and is actively developing a modern subfield
of criminology - digital criminology - which focuses on the study of cybercrime for the purposes of
investigation and prevention of criminal offenses in cyberspace. This development has been supported
through the establishment of the e-Crime Unit, a specialized division within the police and prosecution
services.

Students studying criminology have the opportunity to participate in practical training modules within
law enforcement agencies, where they analyze digital crime traces, examine methods for preventing
cybercrime, and assess information security risks.

Ukrainian scholars also emphasize that the study of criminology is an important component of
professional training not only for lawyers but also for sociologists, psychologists, economists, political
scientists, educators, and other specialists. Criminological knowledge is essential for personnel of
the National Police of Ukraine, the judiciary, the prosecutor’s office, the Security Service of Ukraine,
correctional institutions, and other agencies. Without the ability to apply contemporary criminological
knowledge, it is impossible to develop and implement effective crime prevention measures, creatively
utilize positive international experience in this field, or apply international legal instruments, considering
the organized and transnational nature of crime [14, p. 9].

The theoretical component of criminology is essential for studying scholars’ perspectives and positions
regarding the elements of the discipline, as well as for shaping students’ scientific worldview. During
the study of the discipline, future lawyers become acquainted with classical theories of crime, including
the works of C. Lombroso, E. Durkheim, R. Merton, and D. Garland, which establish the foundational
approaches to understanding the causes of criminal behavior [15, p. 88].

However, contemporary criminology requires not only the acquisition of theoretical knowledge but
also its effective application in real-world situations. The practical component is an integral part of
criminology education for higher education students, aimed at developing skills to analyze real-life
situations.

Effective methods for practical classes include case studies (solving, analyzing, and evaluating
real criminological situations); debates and roundtable discussions; analysis of statistical indicators
regarding criminogenic situations in different regions of the country; study and analysis of judicial
practice; mastering skills in conducting criminological expertise of criminal legislation; and creating
offender profiles using modern profiling software.

It is advisable to devote special attention to the development of student projects on relevant
criminological topics, such as criminological profiling, modeling the behavior of specific types of offenders,
criminotheology, cybercrime, criminological victimology, and others. Contemporary criminologists and
law enforcement officers use criminal profiling as an investigative method, which employs behavioral
and psychological analysis to generate predictions about the characteristics of the most likely suspects
in a crime [16, p. 365]. The basis of criminological profiling lies in anthropological and behavioral
concepts of the causes of criminal behavior. Accordingly, the sources for profiling include studies
conducted by criminologists, psychiatrists, and criminal psychologists [17, p. 183]. Criminal profiling
involves the examination of criminal case materials and the interpretation of evidence. The outcome of
a profiler's work is the preparation of a criminal profile — a legally significant document that describes
the personality and behavior of both the offender and the victim in the context of a specific crime or
series of crimes [17, p. 184].

The participation of future lawyers, together with law enforcement officers, in surveys, observations,
and various trainings and seminars on crime prevention and deterrence also contributes to the effective
mastery of the discipline.

Practical training in law enforcement agencies plays a significant role in the acquisition of criminological
knowledge by higher education students. Future lawyers have the opportunity to apply and expand
their theoretical knowledge in practice, interact with professionals, and participate in specific activities
related to the prevention and deterrence of various types of crime, including “community policing” as
a model of police-community interaction. It is advisable to involve students during their internships in
law enforcement agencies in the analysis of individual criminal cases, preparation of offender and victim
profiles, risk assessment, and the development of strategies for apprehension.



Bunyck N° 06, 2025, yacTtnHa 3 17

Conclusions. In summary, domestic criminology education is evolving and has considerable
potential for integrating international experience in combining theoretical and practical components into
the Ukrainian educational system, thereby contributing to the formation of professional competencies
in future law enforcement officers. A strong criminological culture, achieved through the effective
integration of foundational theoretical knowledge with practical skills, enables law enforcement
professionals to act competently in specific criminogenic situations.

Drawing on international experience, emphasis should be placed on establishing criminology
laboratories and dedicated criminology offices in higher education institutions, implementing dual
programs to combine practice with academic study, fostering close collaboration between universities
and law enforcement agencies, and supporting student academic mobility. Such integration of theory
and practice promotes the development of analytical and critical thinking, professional responsibility,
and effective performance in crime prevention and law enforcement activities.
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